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Tall Fescue 

 
 

Rotating livestock based on forage condition
  1.  Increases legume persistence 
  2.  Optimizes forage quality and yield 
  3.  Improves root size to buffer drought effects 
  4.  Improves grazing and manure distribution 
  5.  Increases forage cover (less weeds) 
  6.  Prevents erosion 
  7.  Allows greater rainfall infiltration (less runoff) 
  8.  Increases soil organic matter 
 improves soil structure 
 more plant available water 
  9.  Improves livestock production and behavior  
10.  Results in routine check of cattle 

    

                                      

 
 

 
 

 

Tall Fescue roots from left were clipped to 
simulate not grazed, rotationally grazed, and 
continuously grazed. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leaving 
adequate 
leaves afte
grazing 
promotes 
tillering  an
regrowth 

 

 
 

How Many Fields – A Starting Point
 

Recovery Period     +  1  =  No. Fields 
Grazing Period             

 
 

 
 
Example:  Need 35 days recovery in summer for a cool season peren
period is 7 days  

             35  +  1  =  6 fields      
                             7 

Less recovery time is needed in spring during rapid growth.  In Spring
hay two. 

 

Grazing Guide Sheet #4  
carbohydrate reserve
at base of stem 
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Spring: Grazing Days    Recovery Days 
 
 7/21                7/21              hay                   
 
 
 7/21                7/21               hay  
 
 
 
 
Summer: Grazing Days  Recovery Days 
 
 7/35               7/35               7/35               
 
 
 7/35               7/35               7/35 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               Leaving leaves results in quicker and healthier regrowth of forages. 
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LOW ENERGY HIGH ENERGY 

LOWER 
ENERGY 
     + 
LOWER CUT 
   = 
LESS 
REGROWTH 

HIGH ENERGY 
         + 
HIGHER CUT 
        = 
MORE REGROWTH 

 

FORAGE SUPPLY 
FORAGE DEMAND 

 

Source:  
Forage-Animal 
   FIRST GRAZE IN THE SPRING – START EARLY, MOVE FAST 
CREATE A STAGGER EFFECT
e Sheet #4 

Management 
Systems, 
Virginia Tech, 
Bulletin 86-7, 
pp. 23, 40 
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THEN SECOND OR LATER GRAZE
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FORAGE           BEG HT   END HT
EI TALL FESCUE     8-10”        2-4” 
ORCHARDGRASS   8-10”            3-4” 
EF TALL FESCUE   8-10”             3-4” 
NOVEL T. FESCUE 8-10”             3-4” 
BERMUDAGRASS    4-6”             1-2” 
BLUEGRASS             4-6”             1-2” 
SWITCHGRASS      24-30”         10-12” 
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